
Hand-Stitched 
House

Example Project



Cottage on LoroyThis example project is a supplement to the 
book Hand-Stitch House: a guide to designing 
and embroidering a portrait of your home.

With this supplement, you will see an embroidered 
house project, made from begining to end 
using the book as a guide.  This supplement is 
designed to act as a visual illustration of the entire 
process outlined in Hand-Stitched House.

The visual illustrations you see here will only be of the 
physical process of creating an embroidered home.  
Steps such as learning about tools and materials are 
important but will not appear in this supplement.

You can use this supplement to help you if at 
any point you are confused about the process 
outlined in the book.  If you still have questions, 
send an email to hello@themonsterslounge.com

THE SCOPE

This ranch style house has several 
features which lend themselves to a 
good embroidered house.  It has lots of 
different textures going on as well as areas 
of dimension.

The customer, Hannah, requested a maple 
tree towards the front of the portrait 
and flowers underneath the lamppost.  
The text she requested was “Cottage on 
Loroy”.

Here is the photo we’ll be working from:



Now we need to choose a picture of the home to 
work from.  Fortunately, Hannah has sent us a 
really good photo of her home.  It contains the 
whole house and is at a height that doesn’t create 
any strange angles.  All we need to do is resize it to 
fit inside an 8 inch hoop and print the photo.

First, we need to decide what we want the 
final piece to look like.  In this case, we want a 
more folksy feel to the house so we’ll go for an 
embroidery hoop to work in and to frame the final 
piece.  We want something that’s a good size but 
not overwhelming so we choose an 8 inch hoop.  
That will give us a nice sized house but will leave 
room for landscaping.

Once we have made the major decisions of frame, 
photo and fabric, we move onto the hands-on work.  
The first task is to create a pattern to work from.  
We start by making the pattern of the house.

When we have the photo printed at the right size, 
we need to decide what kind of fabric we’d like to 
embroider our house onto.  This time we chose flax 
linen because of the lovely texture and the home-
sweet-home look of it.
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Once our pattern is done, we start to flesh out the 
design of our embroidered home.  We are using the 
Stitch Schedule to write down and keep track of all 
the stitches, techniques, supplies and colors we are 
using.

We then add any text we’d like to inlcude.

Now that we’ve decided what padding we want, 
we can decide on all the other areas of Hannah’s 
home.  We go through the Technique Catalog in 
the book and choose which stitches or techniques 
we will be using as well as the supplies and colors.  
Here is our Stitch Schedule when it is completed:

We decide if we would like any padding on this 
emrboidered house.  Taking a look at Hannah’s 
photo, we see that the roof of the main house and 
garage is slightly higher than the other roof.  This 
would be a nice place for a little padding.  We’ll use 
felt in the color of the roof so we do not need to fill 
the padding over with stitches.
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When we have all of our supplies we can prep and 
stretch our fabric to our frame...

When our Stitch Schedule is filled in with all the 
stitches and techniques we’d like to use for each 
area of our house, we have a list of everything we 
need to gather.

Since we decided to add padding, we stitch 
that first, followed by any applique that will sit 
underneath stitches.

... and transfer our pattern to the fabric.
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Ooops!  Did you see what we forgot?  The garage 
door is applique so really should have gone before 
the filling stitches but you can see it’s no big 
deal.  There will always be little things you forget, 
but if you’ve planned well, these will be kept to a 
minimum.

When our padding and applique is done, we move 
on to filling stitches.  Here we’ve stitched the stone 
wall and the main-house wall.

The decorative stitches is where the stitching order 
(page 197 of Hand-Stitched House) really comes 
into play.  You see how the left column sits on 
top of main-house wall?  That is why we need to 
stitch it after that wall has been completed.  If we 
didn’t we’d have to stitch the wall around it which 
would make it look messy and lose some of the 
dimension.

We finish off our filling stitches with the door and 
move on to our decorative stitches, starting with 
the doorstep. 
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We started with the driveway since it would take 
the longest time to stitch.

Finally our chain stitch roofline before we move on 
to landscaping.

Infront of the house is our sweet little lamppost 
surrounded by our french knot flowers.

Our three fern stitch bushes are the next objects 
closest to the house.
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The tree is then topped of with a lovely spray of 
leaves.

We move from the lamppost to Hannah’s maple 
tree.  We start with the trunk and branches.

The whole portrait is really starting to come 
together by the time we start on the text.

The final part of our landscaping are the trees in 
the background.
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As a finishing touch, we added a family of flying 
birds off in the distance.

We embellished our text with a spray of fallen 
leaves.

All that’s left to do at this point is finish the hoop!  
We chose a simple kraft cardstock back which is 
easy to make and will help the hoop lay flat.   That’s 
it!  Ready to hang on the wall:

The last objects to stitch were the windows.  We 
left these until last since we originally planned 
to make them cutwork windows.  After taking a 
look at the final portrait and seeing how small the 
windows would be, we decided applique windows 
would look nicer.
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